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Risk identification and countermeasures of export-oriented higher
education: A case study of Sino-Thai cooperative education

YAN Bin, HE Xuhui, YUE Yang, HU Guanghui
(School of Civil Engineering, Central South University, Changsha 410075, China)

Abstract: With the continuous advancement of the “One Belt, One Road” initiative, China's universities and colleges
actively cooperate in education with the countries along the “One Belt, One Road”. On the one hand, they cultivate a
large number of professional and technical personnel for the target countries, hence laying a solid foundation for
long-term cooperation between our country and these target countries. On the other hand, they can enhance the level of
soft power construction of China and promote the internationalization of China's higher education to a deeper level. As
one of the countries with rapid economic development in Southeast Asia, Thailand has close cooperation with China in
economy, trade, culture and tourism. Sino-Thai universities have a good foundation for cooperation in international
joint education. But, because there are many differences between these two countries in politics, culture, religion and
education system, plus the potential shortcomings of the cooperative education institutions themselves, there exist many
risks in the cooperation between the two sides. Through literature research, case studies, expert interviews and other
forms, combined with China's Sino-Thai cooperative school-running projects, this paper classifies the risks of Sino-Thai
international cooperative school-running projects into these categories: political and cultural risks, legal and economic
risks, education and demand risks. At last, the risk aversion strategies are proposed.

Key Words: higher education; “One Belt and One Road”; Sino-foreign cooperative education; Thailand; risk; evasion
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