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On the application and future development of
QCA in entrepreneurship research

XU Pinglei, ZHOU Xiaoyong
(School of Management, Guilin University of Aerospace Technology, Guilin 541004, China)

Abstract: Entrepreneurship researches focus on the interaction of individual characteristic, behaviors and
contexts. Due to the limitations of research methods, most previous studies examined the impact of a single
factor on entrepreneurship outcomes. The configuration methods represented by QCA can test complex
causal relationships between interaction of multiple factors and the same results caused by different
combination of factors, which has been viewed as a new paradigm to verify and explore entrepreneurship
theory. This paper first combs relevant researches made by QCA methods in foreign countries with the
database of Web of Science, and classifies the 24 entrepreneurship literature from research topics, research
methods and research types. It then finds out that the previous researches mainly focus on three topics,
including entrepreneurial intentions of individual, the survival, growth and performance of new ventures, and
national entrepreneurial activities. It finally points out that future research can be supplemented from four
aspects: entrepreneurial context, entrepreneurial failure outcomes, cross-level research and theory of
development.

Key Words: research of entrepreneurship; qualitative comparative analysis (QCA); new venture
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