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An attribution analysis of the difficulties in entrepreneurship and
innovation education in higher vocational and commercial colleges
—An qualitative study based on the Grounded Theory

PENG Li
(Department of Economics and Trade, Sichuan Business Vocation College, Chengdu 611131, China)

Abstract: In recent years, many higher vocational and commercial colleges have made great achievements
in participating in innovation and entrepreneurship competitions, publishing papers, and compiling books.
But contrast to this is the practical predicament that the majority of the students’ lack of innovation and
entrepreneurship ability, the separation of most professional teachers from teaching of innovation and
entrepreneurship, and the difficulty in transforming of the achievements. Thus, exploring the causes behind
this phenomenon has strong practical significance to solve the difficulties in innovation and entrepreneurship
education in higher vocational and commercial colleges. Based on the in-depth interview with the first-line
teachers by qualitative research, and through the principle of grounded theory, this paper regards the
innovation and entrepreneurship education in higher vocational and commercial colleges as an organism, and
makes an attribution analysis of difficulties in entrepreneurship and innovation education from the
perspective of ecological factors. The results show that the causes could be divided into three levels: the first
level is the defects of survival factors (including defects of teachers and students, defects of teaching factors
and incentive factors); the second level is defects of limiting factors (including defect factors of teacher
training, defects factors of management mechanism and policy, defects factors of cooperation and
construction between colleges and enterprises and the defects factors of entrepreneurship and innovation
atmosphere); the third level is defects factors of business environmental. The interaction of the above three
factors eventually leads to a tough situation in innovation and entrepreneurship education in higher
vocational and commercial colleges.

Key Words: innovation and entrepreneurship education; higher vocational and commercial colleges;
ecological factors; qualitative research
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