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Theoretical orientation and case selection in public policy case teaching
ZHANG Haizhu

(School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: The purpose of public policy case teaching is not to provide “illustrations” for existing theories,
but to achieve theoretical development or knowledge innovation, and cultivate students’ research thinking
and innovation ability. In the choice of policy cases, it is necessary to pay attention to the typical
characteristics of the cases, especially the typical case selection problem in the Chinese context, which points
to the construction of the Chinese public policy theory discourse system. Thus, case teaching should be
embodied in the research process, and teachers and students should be engaged in the production of
theoretical knowledge.

Key Words: public policy; case teaching; theory development; typical case
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