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Thinking path to understand the essence of university—Thoughts after

reading Zhang Chuting’s What University is

LIU Yingjie

(College of Tourism, Hunan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: What University is makes systematic and incisive interpretation of university from a philosophical

perspective. “What university is” is not a simple factual judgement, but a value cognition. It is not a certain

value cognition, but a pluralistic unity based on a certain value consensus. From the perspective of university

to view universities, profound learning is the basis for the existence of universities; from the perspective of

education, university is one with the notion of academics for the sake of academics; and from that of “Man,”

university offers more freedom to people. All these special qualities determine that “University is university.”

Key Words: Zhang Chuting; university; What University is; the essence of university; thinking path
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