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On the impact of configuration effect of environmental and organizational
on new venture performance: A fuzzy-set qualitative comparative analysis

XU Weimin', LIU Xinrui', JIAO Weiwei’

(1. Glorious Sun School of Business & Management, Donghua University, Shanghai 200051, China;
2. College of Economics & Management, Agricultural University of Hebei, Baoding 071000, China)

Abstract: Based on the configuration theory, this paper explores the multiple concurrent factors and causal
complex mechanisms that influence the performance differences among different start-ups. The fuzzy set
qualitative comparative analysis method is used to analyze 237 sample firms, and the relationship between
different configurations which are composed of two conditions at the environment level with three conditions
at the organization level and the performance of new ventures is deeply explored. The results show that:
(DHigh entrepreneurial opportunity identification, high entrepreneurial bricolage and high entrepreneurial
learning are all necessary conditions for new ventures to produce high performance, and the lack of high
entrepreneurial opportunity identification and lack of high entrepreneurial bricolage are necessary conditions
for non-high performance. @The driving mechanism of high performance of new ventures can be divided
into four paths and summarized into three configuration modes. ®The path that inhibits the performance
level of new ventures and the path that promotes the performance have the characteristics of asymmetry. This
research has considerable theoretical and practical significance.

Key Words: new venture performance; driving mechanism; configuration; fuzzy-set qualitative comparative
analysis
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