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Conceptual characteristics, historical origin and practice exploration of
first-class undergraduate education: Literature analysis based on CNKI

ZHOU Junzuo, XIAN Chunlong

(Dean’s Office of Guangdong University of Finance and Economics, Guangzhou 510320, China;
Economics and Management School of South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China)

Abstract: In recent years, first-class undergraduate education has attracted great attention from researchers,
an overall grasp of the relevant research of “first-class undergraduate education” will help provide clues and
inspiration for follow-up researches. Based on the database of CNKI and according to the clue of what, why
and how, this research systematically sorted out the relevant research of the first-class undergraduate
education from the aspects such as concept, characteristics, origin, practical exploration and policy reflection
and so on. It is found that the current relevant researches of the first-class undergraduate education are rich in
content, varied in perspectives, and diversified in methods, but there are still some problems, such as vague
understanding of the concept and standards of the first-class undergraduate education, inadequate attention of
the mission and vision, insufficient attention of the policy reflection and deficient explanation and guidance
of the research to the practice. Future research can focus on two main lines of “how to understand” and “how
to build”, and conduct in-depth research on core understanding issues such as the concept, vision and
mission of first-class undergraduate education, as well as major construction practical issues such as
construction mode and construction path. It should also concentrate on the inner logic and the driving
mechanism of the first-class undergraduate education construction at the macro level, and focuses on the
optimization and improvement of construction elements at the micro level, such as curriculum and classroom
teaching, so as to achieve efficient responses between theoretical research and practical countermeasure,
effective coupling between “policy-driven” and “university-led”, and the valid connection between
international experience and domestic practice.

Key Words: first-class undergraduate education; conceptual characteristics; historical origin; practice
exploration; policy reflection
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