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The institutionalization plight of PhD candidate diversion and withdrawal
system: An analysis of Neo-institutional Sociology

ZHOU Qunying', LIAO Yutong', MA Tinggi*

(1. The Center of Higher Education Research, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China;
2. School of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 30072, China)

Abstract: The institution of PhD candidate diversion and withdrawal system has important practical
significance for the quality of doctoral education and optimization of academic ecology in China, but it has
many kinds of obstacles when being applied practically. Taking the Sociological Neo-institutionalism as the
analytical framework and from the three dimensions of the social norm, social relation and culture-cognition
to judge the institution of PhD candidate diversion and withdrawal, this research discovers the supply
inefficiency of relevant systems it encounters, the interest conflicts at the relation level and the institutional
dilemma caused by the difficulty to form a consensus at the cultural-cognitive level. Therefore, it is
necessary to solve the problem of institutional dilemma by means of establishing good system environment
so as to make the institution of PhD candidate diversion and withdrawal reasonable and legal; to build
linkage mechanism of colleges, departments and tutors to coordinate interest conflicts; cultivate the quality
culture of PhD candidates education to reach the contract and consensus of actors.
Key Words: PhD candidate; the institution of diversion and withdrawal; institutional innovation;
Neo-institutional Sociology
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