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Be a graduate to further study or escape from reality: Research on the
non-academic career choice of academic graduates

WANG Ying
(School of Economics and Management, South China Normal University, Guangdong 510006, China)

Abstract: China’s graduate education has gone through 40 years of history, and the scale of graduate
education has been expanded year by year. Although the goal of China’s academic graduate training is still to
cultivate academic talents, in reality, the proportion of academic graduate students engaged in the
“non-academic” career is increasingly high in the selection of graduate development path. Based on the
investigation, this study analyzes the motivation of graduate students and the choice of graduation
development path, the results of which show that improving the competitiveness of employment is the most
important motivation for graduate students. This paper suggests that the present graduate education should be
optimized from the following aspects: subdividing training objectives, attaching importance to undergraduate
education, improving the system of financial aid for scholarships and student loans, and reforming training
programs.

Key Words: GRE; academic graduate; non-academic career choice
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