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Discipline integration and Interdisciplinary course reform with the
background of new liberal arts: Taking “Public Economics” of the public
management major as an Example

ZHANG Haizhu

(School of International Affairs and Public Administration, Ocean University of China,
Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: The new liberal arts take the deep integration of multidisciplinary knowledge as core idea,

including the internal integration of liberal arts, the intersection of liberal arts and sciences, and the

integration of disciplinary and “non-disciplinary” knowledge. The discipline integration idea of the new

liberal arts requires interdisciplinary courses as the carrier. This paper takes “Public Economics” of the

Public Management Major as an example and finds that traditional interdisciplinary courses have

misunderstandings in terms of interdisciplinary form and purpose orientation. Based on the disciplinary

integration idea of the new liberal arts, it is necessary to lead the interdisciplinary course reform with the

logic of problem-solving in the new era, construct the course’s knowledge system based on Chinese local

practice, and make use of multi-disciplinary resources, especially new information technology, to improve

teaching effects.

Key Words: new liberal arts; discipline integration; interdisciplinary course; public management; public

economics
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