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Research on the concept of entrepreneurship education of UNESCO
—Based on the perspective of Mertens’s “key competences”

Nadila * Abulajiang, DUAN Shifei
(College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: As one of the first international organizations to pay attention to entrepreneurship education,
UNESCO tends to understand entrepreneurship education from a broader level and believes that
entrepreneurship education is a process of cultivating key competences of learners, and its educational goal
is cultivation of innovation ability, problem-solving ability, communication ability and other key
competences of learners. The concept of entrepreneurship education of UNESCO takes lifelong education,
the four pillars of education and education for sustainable development as the ideological basis, inherits its
tradition of promoting individual empowerment and promoting individual sustainable development. From
the perspective of “key competence” theory put forward by German scholar Mertens, this paper analyzes the
concept of entrepreneurship education of UNESCO from four dimensions: general ability, basic vocational
skills, information acquisition and processing ability and summarizes the characteristics of concept of
entrepreneurship education of UNESCO: the purpose of entreprencurship education reflects empowerment,
the object of entrepreneurship education is universal, and the process of entreprencurship education is
lifelong.
Key Words: UNESCO; concept of entrepreneurship education; key competence
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