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The study of influencing factors of college students’ innovation ability
based on the QCA method

SHA Bohan', REN Xiaofei', SHA Yanfei

(1 School of Liberal Arts (Language and Culture Center), Jiangsu University, Zhenjiang 212013, China;
2 Business School, Huaiyin Institute of Technology, Huai’an 223001, China)

Abstract: In the context of rapid social transformation, improving students’ innovation ability is becoming
the primary goal of entrepreneurship and innovation education in colleges. This paper adopts the QCA
method and collects 30 real-life students’ innovation cases as research objects. Based on the literature, the
study defines family appreciation education, family rules education, interest, risk propensity, and difference
seeking as antecedent variables to explore the influencing factors of students’ innovation ability in a
multi-dimensional manner. The results show that there is no single influencing factor. The innovation ability
is the result of the combined effect of multiple factors. The influence is strong when appreciation education,
rule education, and risk inclination or appreciation education are adequate simultaneously or when rule
education and difference seeking or appreciation education, interest, and risk inclination are all sound. The
influence is low when interest and difference-seeking are low at the same time.
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