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A study of teacher-student interaction in
flipped college English classrooms based on iFIAS

LI Lijun, WANG Yanan

(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;
Department of Foreign Studies, North China Electric Power University, Baoding 071003, China)

Abstract: The flipped classroom research has developed rapidly in the domestic higher foreign language
education circle, however, quantitative research on teaching interaction in the flipped classroom is relatively
lacking. In this study, an improved Flanders Interaction Analysis System (iFIAS) is applied to the case
analysis of classroom interaction in novice and expert teachers’ flipped college English classroom. Based on
class observations, an analysis method combining an interactive behavior matrix and index ratio is used to
quantify the interactive structure and characteristics of flipped classrooms. The study shows that the flipped
classroom is characterized as being student-centered and focusing on thinking development, while the
students still lack the awareness of active inquiry. Compared with the novice teacher, the expert teacher has
an advantage in a more balanced classroom interaction system, adequate student-student interaction, flexible
and diversified teaching methods, and effective use of information technology to promote interaction. In
view of the deficiencies in flipped classroom teaching, we propose strengthening students’ problem
awareness and paying attention to the cultivation of higher-order thinking.

Key Words: iFIAS; flipped college English classroom; novice teacher; expert teacher; classroom interaction
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