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Evaluation and spatiotemporal differences of regional entrepreneurial
environment development in Hubel Province—Analysis based on GEM
theor etical model

HU Rui', ZHAO Zirui*, BIN Peng'

(1. College of Public Administration, Huazhong Agriculture University, Wuhan 430070, China;
2. School of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: The entrepreneurial environment is an important driving force and core element for promoting
regional innovation. Based on the GEM theoretical model, a regional entrepreneurial environment evaluation
system in Hubei Province was constructed, which includes 7 primary indicators and 28 secondary indicators.
Entropy weighting and spatial interpolation methods were used to analyze and evaluate the entrepreneurial
environment of 17 cities in Hubei Province from 2011 to 2020. The Research has found that in terms of time
dimension, the development of entrepreneurial environments in various cities shows periodic fluctuations,
and the magnitude of changes varies; Maintaining advantages in the development of entrepreneurial
environment in the eastern Hubei region for a long time; The western and northern regions of Hubei show a
fluctuating upward trend; The central Hubei region is backward, but the gap with other regions is gradually
narrowing. In terms of spatial dimension, the entrepreneurial environment in Hubei Province has changed
from a polar to a regional pattern; The development of entrepreneurial environments in the four major
regions of the province presents spatial clustering, and has formed a distribution pattern of “Eastern Hubei >
Western Hubei>Northern Hubei> Central Hubei”. Based on all these, the study proposes suggestions for
improving the entrepreneurship policy system, increasing financial support for entrepreneurship, improving
the business infrastructure environment, and optimizing entrepreneurship education and training.

Key Words: GEM theory; region; entrepreneurial environment; evaluation
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