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How to improve the entrepreneurial activity of vocational college
graduates? —An empirical analysis based on college functions

ZHANG Yanzi
(Department of Student Affairs, Zhejiang Industry & Trade Vocational College, Wenzhou 325003, China)

Abstract: Business startups promoting employment is an important way to solve the problem of college
graduates’ employment. This empirical study comprehensively analyzed sample data of 215 higher
vocational colleges in the Yangtze River Delta using principle component regression analysis and other
methods. The results showed that teaching, scientific research and social services with the gene of
innovation and entrepreneurship have a significant positive effect on entrepreneurial activity, with teaching
being the greatest impact and research the least. Furthermore, types (double high-level or not) and
provinces of higher vocational colleges were found significant differences in function performance. The
study summarizes and proposes three suggestions for higher vocational colleges: to promote the integrated
development of teaching and research; to promote the transformation of higher vocational colleges into
entrepreneurial colleges by expanding social services; and to improve the quality of entreprencurial talents
through regional cooperation.

Key Words: entrepreneurship education; entrepreneurial activity; vocational education; college function
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