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Entrepreneurship network, entrepreneur ship ability and the growth of
rural e-commerce startups. An empirical survey of “ Taobao Village” in
Guangdong

KANG Yuanzhi', HU Xueping®

(1. School of Economics and Management, Hanshan Normal University, Chaozhou 521000, China;
2. School of Economics, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, Wuhan 340000, China)

Abstract: Enterprise is the combination of resources and entrepreneurship is a dynamic process of the
allocation of resources. Based on the survey data of Taobao Village in Guangdong Province, this paper
establishes the scale of entrepreneurship network and entrepreneurship ability, and measures the
entrepreneurship network and entrepreneurship ability of start-ups. The research finds that both formal
network based on commercial correlation and informal network based on emotion and trust could promote
the obtain of entrepreneurship resources, effectively improve resource integration ability and management
ability, and accelerate the survival and development of newly established e-commerce. Chinese-
characterized relation culture is deeply embedded in business activities. The informal network resources has
a more significant impact to the growth of newly-established e-commerce. Entrepreneurship ability has
intermediary effect in the growth of entrepreneurship network and newly-established e-commerce. Rural
e-commerce should keep a balance of resource investment between formal and informal network, expand the
scale and heterogeneity of network relationships, improve digital economy quality, practise “learning by
doing”, improve resource integration and management abilities, so to promote the growth of start-ups.

Key Words: entrepreneurship network; entrepreneurship ability; start-ups; rural e-commerce
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