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Resear ch on the influence of digital technology on the identification of
entrepreneurial opportunities

WU Xiaochun, CHEN Jianping, ZHANG Zhijian
(School of Entrepreneurship, Wuhan University of Technology, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract: Under the background of digitalization, digital technology has had an important impact on
entrepreneurial activities, which is reflected in different stages of the entrepreneurial process. Entrepreneurial
opportunity identification is a key stage in the process of entrepreneurship. In order to explore the mechanism
of digital technology empowering entrepreneurial opportunity identification, based on entrepreneurial
learning theory, a theoretical model of “digital technology-dual entrepreneurial learning-entrepreneurial
opportunity identification” is constructed. Taking new enterprises as the research object, 223 wvalid
questionnaire data are obtained through investigation, and the research hypothesis is verified by hierarchical
regression analysis. The results show that digital technology has a significant positive effect on dual
entrepreneurial learning (exploration learning and exploitation learning) and entrepreneurial opportunity
identification; Entrepreneurial learning in two dimensions plays a partial intermediary role between digital
technology and entrepreneurial opportunity identification. The research conclusion is helpful to expand the
theoretical research on the related topics of digital technology and entrepreneurial opportunity identification,
further enrich the research results on the influencing factors of entrepreneurial opportunity identification, and
provide theoretical reference for entrepreneurs to carry out entrepreneurial opportunity identification practice
under the digital background.
Key Words: digital technology; exploration learning; exploitation learning; entrepreneurial opportunity
identification
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