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Exploration of the background, coupling relationship, and path of
American entrepreneurial universities serving regional innovation
development—A case study of Arizona Sate Univer sity

LIU Siyu, YU Xiuqin
(College of Education, Hubei Normal University, Huangshi 435002, China)

Abstract: Entrepreneurial universities, as products of the knowledge economy era, possess unique
advantages in driving regional innovation and development. Arizona State University, renowned for its
commitment to “community and national service,” plays an advocacy and leadership role in advancing
innovation and development within the state of Arizona. In response to the new demands of the knowledge
economy era for higher education transformation, the practical requirements of regional transformation and
development, as well as the urgent need for universities to expand their strategic development space, Arizona
State University has undertaken a series of reform measures, which include restructuring the university’s
organizational framework, expanding talent development pathways, optimizing research operational
mechanisms, and building a regional innovation ecosystem, thus have contributed to the region’s
achievement of innovative development. The successful experiences of Arizona State University in serving
regional innovation and development also hold valuable lessons for Chinese universities in this regard.

Key Words: entrepreneurial university; regional innovation development background; coupling relationship;

pathways
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