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Does urban livelihood service have a siphoning or spillover effect on
entrepreneurial vitality?—An empirical study based on the development of
Guangdong Province

LIANG Changyi', XU Da*

(1. Law and Economics Research Institute, China University of Political Science and Law,
Haidian District, Beijing 100088, China;
2. School of Business, China University of Political Science and Law, Haidian District,
Beijing 100088, China)

Abstract: Enhancing urban livelihood services is key to promoting regional entrepreneurial vitality,
coordinating balanced regional development, and breaking down barriers in intercity livelihood services.
However, disparities in livelihood service levels between cities may affect entrepreneurial vitality in
neighboring areas. This study constructs urban livelihood service indicators based on five dimensions: social
governance, healthcare security, education and culture, communication infrastructure, and legal protection.
Using the Spatial Durbin Model, it empirically investigates the spatial effects of livelihood service levels on
entrepreneurial vitality across 21 cities in Guangdong Province from 2011 to 2020, with further analysis of
coupling coordination between livelihood services and entrepreneurial vitality across different cities. The
researches reveal that entrepreneurial vitality in Guangdong exhibits high-high and low-low spatial
clustering patterns. Specifically, the Pearl River Delta region demonstrates significantly higher
entrepreneurial vitality than other areas in the province, while local livelihood services positively stimulate
entrepreneurial vitality within cities, the improvement of such services exhibits inhibitory spatial spillover
effects on neighboring regions’ entrepreneurial vitality. Moreover, substantial disparities exist in coupling
coordination levels: regions with weaker entrepreneurial vitality show poorer coordination, whereas the Pearl
River Delta region maintains overall higher coordination than other areas.

Key words. entrepreneurial vitality; livelihood services; regional development balance; spatial effects;
coupling and coordination degree
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