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Theimpact of academic involution on college students' innovative thinking
—A survey report based on a university in Jiangsu Province

WU Qing, WU Zhijing
(School of Political Science and Public Administration, Wuhan University, Wuhan 430000, China)

Abstract: Academic involution, as a distinctive concept emerging from the collision between “involution”
theory and academic competition, describes the prevalent hyper-competitive ecology in universities that
exerts discernible impacts on the cultivation of college students’ innovative thinking. This study employed a
random sampling method to conduct questionnaire surveys with 667 undergraduate students at a university in
Jiangsu Province, followed by empirical analysis. The results show that: 1) Academic involution
demonstrates a catalytic effect on the generation of innovative thinking; 2) It simultaneously exacerbates
disparities in innovation capability levels; 3) Current educational institutional arrangements constitute
primary drivers of academic involution; 4) The accessibility of information resources significantly influences
innovation potential. Grounded in these findings and practical observations, it proposes a tripartite strategy
encompassing educational philosophy transformation, incentive mechanism innovation, and novel
pedagogical ecosystem construction to balance involution effects and systematically enhance students’
innovative thinking development.

Key words: academic involution; innovative thinking; educational environment; empirical research
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