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Resear ch on factor sinfluencing college students’ willingness to returning to
hometowns for digital commer ce entrepreneur ship: The moderating role of
digital literacy

LIU Ying, ZHENG Dongsheng

(School of Economic and Business, Dalian Minzu University, Dalian 116650, China;
International Business College, Dalian Minzu University, Dalian 116650, China)

Abstract: College students returning to their hometowns to start digital commerce businesses has become an
important force in promoting rural revitalization. This study explores the influence of rural sentiment,
entrepreneurial environment, and digital literacy on college students’ willingness to return to their
hometowns and start digital commerce businesses. Using a questionnaire survey method, 1 055 college
students from 4 universities in Liaoning Province were surveyed. The results show that both rural sentiment
and entrepreneurial environment have a significant positive effect on college students’ willingness to return
to their hometowns and start digital commerce businesses. While digital literacy does not have a significant
moderating effect between rural sentiment and the willingness to return to hometowns for digital commerce
entrepreneurship, it does have a significant positive moderating effect between entrepreneurial environment
and this willingness. Based on the research results, targeted suggestions are provided for universities to
cultivate college students’ rural sentiment and enhance their digital literacy, as well as for local governments
to optimize the entrepreneurial environment for college students returning home to start digital commerce
businesses.

Key words: rural sentiment; entrepreneurial environment; college students; returning to hometowns for
digital commerce entrepreneurship; digital literacy
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