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A study on the influencing factors of college students willingnessto return
to their hometowns for employment under the background of rural
revitalization strategy

LI Lixu, XIN Xiaohua, YANG Shuili
(School of Economics and Management, Xi’an University of Technology, Xi’an 710054, China)

Abstract: Under the background of rural revitalization strategy, guiding college students to return to their
hometowns for employment is a feasible strategy to alleviate employment difficulties and strengthen talent
support for rural revitalization. Based on the questionnaire survey data of 298 college students, the
influencing factors and their modes of action of college students’ willingness to return to their hometowns
for employment were deeply explored through principal component analysis and regression analysis. The
research results show that college students’ willingness to return to their hometowns for employment is at a
low level; college students’ willingness to return to their hometowns for employment is jointly affected by
the push of big cities (perception of employment environment in big cities), the pull of big cities (perception
of living environment in big cities), the push of hometowns (perception of hometown development
prospects), the pull of hometowns (emotional connection with hometowns), social support (policy support)
and individual characteristics (gender); the direction and magnitude of the force of different factors affecting
the willingness to return to their hometowns for employment are different. Based on the research conclusions,
corresponding countermeasures and suggestions are put forward from two aspects: strengthening policy
support for college students’ return to their hometowns for employment and increasing the guidance and
publicity for college students’ return to their hometowns for employment.

Key words: college students; willingness to return home for employment; influencing factors; push-pull

theory; rural revitalization
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