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Why do young people“liedown” in employment?
The influence of social pressure on employment intention

LI Weiwei, LONG Teng

(School of Public Finance and Taxation, Guangdong University of Finance and Economics,
Guangzhou 510530, China)

Abstract: Based on data from the 2018 China Labor Dynamics Survey (CLDS2018), this paper examines
the impact of social pressure on the employment intentions of young workers. The results indicate that
increased job security risk pressure and low socioeconomic identity significantly reduce the employment
intentions of young workers, whereas social exclusion pressure has no significant impact. As individuals age,
the labor force tends to avoid unemployment due to increasing family expenses, resulting in stronger
employment intentions. However, young male workers are more concerned with their social and economic
status due to “face” issues, and social pressure exerts a deeper negative influence on their employment
intentions. The employment intentions of single child are weaker than those of individuals with multiple
siblings, and household registration restrictions are not the primary cause of differences in employment
intentions between urban and rural young workers.
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