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Teaching reform strategies based on improving freshmen academic
engagement and cour se challenge— Taking the “ Fundamentals of
Entrepreneurship” course asan example

SUN Fanghong'-?

(1. College of Innovation and Entrepreneurship, Zhejiang University of Science and Technology,
Hangzhou 310023, China;
2. School of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract: In response to the issues of theoretical-practical disconnection, rigid teaching mode, and limited
assessment systems in the teaching of the “Entrepreneurship Fundamentals” course, and in light of the
cognitive characteristics and needs of first-year university students, this paper proposes the teaching reform
strategies of “shaping, optimizing, transforming, innovating, and connecting” and “three integrations”. These
strategies involve reshaping course content, optimizing teaching methods, transforming homework types and
difficulty levels, innovating course assessment and evaluation mechanisms, and leveraging information
technology dual platforms. By integrating new technologies, new products, and interdisciplinary knowledge,
comprehensive homework assignments that are practical, exploratory, and interdisciplinary are assigned, and
a growth community that fosters integrated teacher-student development is established. These reforms
enhance students’ academic engagement and course challenge, promoting the teaching and educational
effectiveness of the “Entrepreneurship Fundamentals” course. After the implementation of the curriculum
reform, the academic engagement and course challenge of the “Entrepreneurship Foundation” course for
freshmen have significantly increased. Students’ participation, autonomy, collaboration, and problem-solving
abilities have also significantly improved. The transformation of their learning paradigm from “passive
reception” to “active construction” and the dual wheel drive have promoted a positive shift in their mentality
and values, and the three-dimensional linkage and two-way empowerment have achieved a synergistic leap
in course satisfaction and teaching effectiveness.

Key words: academic engagement; course challenge; entrepreneurship foundation; the integration of
ideological, creative, professional, and labor education; assessment and evaluation
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