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Institutional logic and breakthrough paths of industry-education
integration in applied universities

ZHANG Yang"?

(1. College of Science and Technology Ningbo University, Ningbo 315300, China;
2. School of Education, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract: Industry-education integration is a core pathway for the transformative development of applied
universities. However, its institutional practices face underlying problems such as cognitive ambiguity,
isomorphic choices, and implementation challenges. Based on new institutionalism theory, this study
constructs an analytical framework for analyzing the industry-education integration in applied universities,
which includes Institutional elements, selection logic, and practical paths, with a case study of N university.
Research has found that: The institutional system of industry-education integration consists of regulatory,
normative, and cultural-cognitive elements, among which cultural-cognitive elements are critical for
institutional internalization; The choice of industry-education integration by applied universities is driven by
both technical efficiency and institutional legitimacy, yet it carries the risk of isomorphism; Deepening
industry-education integration requires breaking through path dependence and game dilemmas to achieve
institutional change and build an industry-university community of shared destiny. This research provides
theoretical foundations and practical insights for institutional innovation in industry-education integration in
applied universities.

Key words: applied universities; industry-education integration; new institutionalism
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