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Iscaring for others beneficial for entrepreneurship?
A meta-analysis of prosocial motivation and entrepreneurial psychology
and behavior

LIN Qiaoyan, CHEN Ying, CHEN Liping
(School of Economics, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou 350117, China)

Abstract: Common prosperity is the essential demand for realizing Chinese-style modernization, and the
promotion of common prosperity requires all kinds of economic entities to take both economic and social
values into account in the process of development. Prosocial motivation is an important driving force for
entrepreneurial enterprises to pursue social value and practice the strategic goal of common wealth. However,
the current research on prosocial motivation on entrepreneurial psychology and behavior lacks systematic
exploration. Based on 57 independent studies from 49 papers, we conducted a meta-analysis of the
relationship between prosocial motivation and entrepreneurial psychology and behavior (social
entrepreneurial willingness, entrepreneurial entry and persistence, and subjective well-being), explored the
mediating effects of entrepreneurial self-efficacy and entrepreneurial creativity, and examined the
moderating role of the level of higher education. The results of the study showed that: there is a positive
relationship between prosocial motivation and social entrepreneurial intention, entrepreneurial entry and
persistence; entrepreneurial self-efficacy mediated the relationship between prosocial motivation and social
entrepreneurial intention, entrepreneurial entry and persistence, and entrepreneurial creativity mediated the
relationship between prosocial motivation and social entrepreneurial intention; higher education level
positively moderated the relationship between prosocial motivation and social entrepreneurial intentions,
entrepreneurial entry and persistence. The study provides a more systematic theoretical framework for how
prosocial motivation acts on entrepreneurial psychology and behavior, and also provides a reference for how
to promote entrepreneurial activities around prosocial motivation in the context of common wealth.
Key words: prosocial motivation; social entrepreneurial willingness; entrepreneurial entry and persistence;
subjective well-being; meta-analysis
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